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Summary

The carbon balance of mangrove ecosystems in Japan, Thailand and Vietnam was investigated from 2000 to
2003. Mangrove ecosystems consisted of two areas, land and sea. On land area, mangroves have sinks of CO2 by
photosynthesis, however, in the sea, there are few phytoplankton, and organic carbon appears to decompose.
Decomposition rates of mangrove leaves, the organic matter in water were measured. The CO:z exchange
between air and surface water, respiratory quotient were evaluated. The results suggested that mangrove sea
areas are sources of COz.
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